Camper FAQ: Frequently Asked Questions

· When is Minnesota Radio Camp?  Camp dates are Wednesday, August 20 through Wednesday, August 27, 2008. 
· Will you meet me at the airport and help me get to camp?  Yes, we will pick up at the airport (BJI in Bemidji, MN).
· I have a transportation question on travel day or during camp week; who can answer it?   

Travel changes during camp week or emergencies - please contact: 
Courage North 
E-Mail: colleen.bown@courage.org 
Phone:  218-266-3658 
Toll Free:  888-276-3631
· Can I arrive early? No.  There will be no one at the camp before Wednesday, August 20. No one may arrange to arrive early.
· Will you arrange transportation for me to camp?  You must make arrangements for air or car travel yourself. We will meet you at the airport in Bemidji on travel day, however.  If you drive yourself or ride with another person, there is plenty of free parking at camp. 
· Will you pick me up at an AMTRAK station? There is no close-by Amtrak service, and we cannot pick you up at any Amtrak station.
· Is there commercial bus service to Bemidji? Jefferson Lines serves Bemidji, but there is no service currently listed for Wednesdays, which is camp travel day. Call Jefferson Lines for more information and updates: 1-888-864-2832.  
Website: www.jeffersonlines.com

· Can I ride with another camper who is driving?  You may make these arrangements yourself, but we are not responsible for matching people with rides, nor are we responsible for your ride scheduling, safety, or insurance coverage while traveling. Because of privacy regulations, we do not give out camper names prior to camp.
· Can I ride up with a volunteer who is driving?  Please don’t ask the volunteers for a ride. These folks have enough to do without being responsible for you and your luggage. Volunteers sometimes maintain a different travel schedule than campers, and often carry lots of extra gear for the week. Please don’t put them on the spot by asking for a ride.
· Will study materials be available at camp?  Some materials will be available, but you must provide your own study materials, bring them with you, and begin studying prior to camp if you are in a licensing class. If you are in Operating Skills, there is no need to study.
· Should I bring a calculator, tape recorder, etc.?  If you need these items, please bring them; we will not have any extras. Don't forget extra tapes or computer disks if you use them.
· Can I bring my (caregiver, husband, wife, etc.)?  Only campers may attend the session. There are opportunities for family to vacation nearby.
· Can I bring a service dog?  Yes, service dogs are welcome, but you are responsible for your animal’s care and feeding.  We do not provide dog food. Aggressive or poorly controlled dogs are not allowed at camp.
· Do I need a new Medical Form if I camped last year and had a new one then? You may go ahead and use your old form if it is no more than one year old, as long as your medical condition and prescriptions, if any, have not changed. Colleen Bown will let you know what is necessary and you must confirm any variations in the medical form submission with her.
· If I don’t like the course I signed up for, can I change my mind in the middle of the week and go into another class?  No, this is not fair to either the instructor or the other class members, so please be sure you are signed up for the class you really want to take.
· Why do I have to sign HIPAA and communications release forms?  Your name, callsign, and contact information (but not phone number) will be included on the camp contact list that we give away to all campers, staff, and volunteers.  Your name, photo, and callsign will be included in our publications so that we can share this information with our other members, and they can learn of, and be inspired by, your accomplishments at camp. We will provide you with a group photo and a camp roster after camp so that you can put it in your scrapbook or album and stay in touch with your camp friends.
· I have a special diet, and am wondering if my needs can be met at camp.  Yes, we can meet your special dietary requirements at camp. Please include a note telling us what you need.
· Will I be able to spend as much time as I want operating the camp radios?  The camp radio stations must be shared by all, so when someone is waiting to use a station, we have a 20 minute time limit.  If there is no one waiting, you may use the equipment as long as you wish. We do plan on having more than one station this time, so there should be plenty of operating time for you!
· Can I bring my own radio equipment?  You may bring a two-meter handheld radio, provided you have a license. You can reach one or more repeaters from camp, and we use 146.52 MHz simplex for a camp contact frequency through the week. Other simplex frequencies are 146.56 and 146.58.
 Note:  We are not responsible for your personal articles, including your radios!
· I have other questions, but do not find the answer here.  Contact Jerry Kloss at 763-520-0513 or via e-mail at jerry.kloss@courage.org.
· Is there a toll free phone number at Handiham headquarters? Yes, it is answered by Nancy and it is 1-866-426-3442.

